
MINUTES OF 11th MEETING OF SLAG LANE MEDICAL CENTRE 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 

HELD MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2014  

AT GOLBORNE SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

 

 
1. Attendees:  KH, WN,  KLH, AS, KC, TH, MR, MC, LM, IM, JD, SB 

 

2. Apologies for Absence:  SP, JP, FS  

  

3. Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23 July 2014 were agreed as a 

true record. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

 
 The Chairman welcomed our new member and thanked other members for 

attending.  He explained that since the last meeting, members had met up to 

discuss the scenarios surrounding the super hospital choices which would be 

discussed later in this meeting.  The Chairman said he worried about the future 

of small practices and we must fight for these to avoid any erosion in our local 

care.  The surveys being carried out within Greater Manchester were a public 

means to voice our opinion and PPGs were there to give us voice at different 

forums and committees and we were fortunate to be able to get a presence at 

most meetings.   

 

 Also the Chairman had taken part in a Commonwealth Unite Flag Relay walk 

along with one of our surgery receptionists and one of the CCG organisers.  A 

great day was had by all. 

  

5. Matters Arising 

 

 Healthier Together Survey: 

 

 WN explained this was an important document which contained changes we 

would have to face in the next few years.  It was clear that at present the NHS 

was under pressure and therefore a reorganisation of health services within 

Greater Manchester was proposed and we should respond as a Group as well 

as individual members if they so wished.  Copies of the survey had been 

issued to members and were also available in the surgery.  It was hoped to get 

5000 responses from within Greater Manchester by the end of the consultation 

period on 30 September. 

 

 WN went on to outline the suggested proposals regarding how hospital 

services could change: 

 

 Three hospitals had been designated Specialist Hospitals in all of the options 

(Manchester Royal, Salford Royal and Royal Oldham). Three other hospitals 

had been previously designated as General Hospitals which left the question of 



the remaining four hospitals (Bolton, Wigan, Stepping Hill and Wythenshawe) 

and as one or two of these could become specialist hospitals it was important 

that the views of patients were taken on board. 

 

 It was discussed and agreed that our Group response should be as follows for 

hospital preferences:   First Option: 5.2; Second Option: 4.2; Third Option 5.1. 

 

 Concern was voiced from TH as to what effect this reorganisation would have 

on the availability of the ambulance services having to cover extended mileage 

to the specialist hospitals.  The Chairman said he would put this point to the 

CCG and report back to the members.  WN handed out a chart showing the 

mileages involved in travelling to the various specialist hospitals from the 

centre of Wigan and it appeared that patients within Wigan Borough would 

have the greatest distances to travel. 

 

 Surgery update:  

 

 MR advised that the surgery were still taking on a number of new patients.   

PPG members expressed concern regarding our GP’s workload and MR 

explained it was not practice to refuse any patients from joining as surgeries 

within the NHS had no set patient limits.  MR went on to explain the various 

issues being discussed regarding future developments within the NHS e.g.: 7 

day opening and how this could affect a single GP practice.  All PPG members 

agreed that a single handed practice worked extremely well with a good 

rapport with patients.  

 

 MR then reported that a successful CQC inspection had taken place at the 

surgery. 

 

 Surgery Newsletter:  LM had agreed to assist MR with the issue of the 

Newsletter. 

 

 Upcoming Meetings:  

 
 3 September - CCG AGM – WN, Dr Prasad and MR to attend    

 4 September - CCG Medicines and Management – Chairman to attend 

 11 September - Wigan Choose Well Campaign Winter Pressure Challenge - 

Chairman to attend 

 11 September ULC meeting – KLH and MC to attend. 

 

  

6. Date of Next Meeting 

 
 The next meeting will be held on Monday, 3 November 2014 at 7.15 pm at 

Golborne Sports and Social Club. 

 

 

 

KLH 


